The Bloody Assize
honour, and blustered about reparation* This of course
may be consistent with either innocence or stupidity, or
may indicate that he was waiting to find out what was
really known against him. Lloyd goes on to say that " his
carriage was not well liked by the King and Council," and
they recalled Gates because the evidence of the letter of
the third party did not seem to them sufficient. Then
Heneage Finch, the Lord Chancellor, himself desired
Gates "to tell him if he knew nothing personally of Sir
G. Wakeman," and pointed out the importance of personal
knowledge in a matter of such moment.
To this Titus Gates lifted up his hands and said : " No,
God forbid I should say anything against Sir G. Wakeman,
for I know nothing more against him."
Gates complained that he thought Lloyd was mistaken,
and that he was so weak and tired at his examination that
he forgot things.
Scroggs sneered at him : " It did not require such a
deal of strength to say, ' I saw a letter under Sir George's
own hand.' "
North intervened, being rather shocked that his brother
Chief should so speak in open Court to a Crown witness:
" Well, well, it must be left to the jury."
Gates, like the vainglorious ass that he was, instead of
keeping quiet, blurted out : " To speak the truth, they
were such a Council as would commit nobody-"
"That was not well said," interposed Mr Recorder
Jeffreys*
" He reflects on the King and all the Council," cried
Sir George Wakeman.
The mob were dismayed. To hear the mighty Dr Gates
reproved in open Court by the Lord Chief Justice and the
Recorder of London, in unison with a Papist prisoner at
the Bar, was a portent* That moment was a crisis in the
political history of the Popish Plot, It was also a turning-
point in the lives of two of the actors in the drama. It
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